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Rise Up With Jesus 
at a Glance

Here’s a quick look at what families and guests will experience when 
they visit RUWJ.

The Registration Station 

Sign in! Families or groups will give you their contact information as they 
register (for great follow-up!). 

The Photographer

Here you’ll take photos of each incoming family or group. Guests will get 
the chance to join in Easter festivities by stepping into the oversized hot 
air balloon photo prop. The Giant Decorating Posters Pack makes it easy 
to create this fun backdrop for a family photo. These photos provide the 
perfect reason to collect contact information (you can deliver the photos to 
your guests later for great follow-up!).

Jesus Is Alive!

What’s so special about Easter? Your guests will discover what really hap-
pened on that bright, sunny morning long ago when Jesus’ friends went to 
visit his body…and discovered the miracle of his resurrection! This is the 
final station of your RUWJ event, and you’ll direct guests to find a seat here 
at a preset time after they’ve visited the other stations. This is where guests 
receive the final piece of the puzzle they’ve been collecting throughout the 
event, and where they get the full picture of what happened on Easter. If 
you have a very large number of guests or an extended time frame for your 
RUWJ event, it may work best for to have this station drama take place at 
set intervals. 
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Rise Up With Jesus Event 

Kids and their families will experience the true joy and excitement of Easter 
as they make their way through the stations at RUWJ. Families will travel 
together from station to station in any sequence. As they do, they’ll experi-
ence this super-fun, uniquely designed event, triggering numerous opportu-
nities for families to discuss their faith and the promise of Easter. Guests will 
get the chance to visit:

•  Dark to Light, where they’ll do a chromatography science experiment 
that reveals the rainbow of colors that’s hidden in darkness.

•  A Dazzling Discovery, where they’ll decorate and then try on Super 
Specs that’ll reveal a dazzling new look at the world!

•  Enter the Tomb, where they’ll travel through Jesus’ tomb, learning 
about the sacrifice he made and searching for his body—only to find 
that it’s not there!

•  Move the Stone, where they’ll work together to complete a challeng-
ing obstacle course while moving a giant “stone” like the one in front of 
Jesus’ tomb.

•  Rise Up, where they’ll launch High Flyers at targets as they discuss the 
truth that Jesus is alive.

•  The Amazing Truth, where they’ll learn how Jesus changes each of us as 
they apply a Skin Decal and play with an Incredible Changing Wristband.

The Rise Up With Jesus Puzzle and Deeper Experiences

Guests get a RUWJ Puzzle Piece at each station—and throughout the 
experience, they hear this message: Jesus is alive. These puzzle pieces help 
ensure families don’t miss a single thing at RUWJ. Once assembled, the 
high-quality RUWJ Puzzles serve as keepsake reminders of what guests 
experienced at your event. They also carry an important take-home message. 
Families can enjoy their Puzzles together—while remembering the fun they 
had and what they learned about Jesus at RUWJ.
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Rise Up With Jesus Café 

Here’s where families take a break in a cozy area you’ve set up as a regroup-
ing spot for coffee, snacks, and encouragement. Guests will also connect 
with your church members, who can let them know about all the cool things 
your church offers families.
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Rise Up With Jesus 
Step by Step

Here’s a step-by-step look at what you’ll do as Director of Rise Up With 
Jesus. 

Step 1 

First, check out the items in your Starter Kit.

•  Director Manual gives you everything you need to know to make your 
RUWJ event a success!

•  Leader Guides included in this manual make it easy to delegate respon-
sibilities to your three Leaders for publicity and outreach, setup, and 
experiences.

•  Rise Up Media Pack contains:

• Rise Up With Jesus Publicity & Resources disc overflows with 
high-quality forms, signs, and editable publicity materials for 
attention-grabbing ways to invite your entire community. Just look 
at what you get: amazing art which includes bonus resource images, 
powerful publicity tools to get the word out and keep guests coming 
back, and handouts and forms to keep everything organized and 
on track.

•  Rise Up With Jesus Sound Effects CD provides just the right 
atmos phere to make the empty tomb sound and feel authentic.

• Code for the Digital Download Center gives you access to digital 
leader guides, media, and more.
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Your kit also includes information about these exciting outreach tools and 
station items:

•  Rise Up With Jesus Puzzle—As guests visit each station, they’ll 
collect a piece of this puzzle to assemble, creating a keepsake memory of 
the Rise Up With Jesus theme, which is centered on Luke 24:1-6. With 
each puzzle piece volunteers hand out, they’ll share the message: Jesus is 
alive! This means your families and guests hear about Jesus’ sacrifice and 
resurrection numerous times during the event. You’ll need one Rise Up 
With Jesus Puzzle for each guest. (Sample included.)

•  Rise Up With Jesus Super Specs—Your guests will be dazzled by 
these unique spectacles that turn everything they look at into rain-
bows! Plus, they’ll learn about the dazzling robes the angels wore at 
Jesus’ tomb! (Sample included.)

•  Rise Up With Jesus Banduras—Guests will need a Bandura to use as 
a blindfold as they travel through Enter the Tomb and play their way 
through Move the Stone. These stretchy, colorful Banduras serve a 
variety of purposes key to RUWJ stations and make a great take-home 
gift for guests. (Sample included.)

•  Rise Up With Jesus Incredible Changing Wristbands—Be prepared 
to hear delighted gasps from your guests as they see the change Jesus 
has on us when they shine UV light on these remarkable wristbands. 
The wristbands are key to the experience guests have at The Amazing 
Truth. (Sample included.)

•  Rise Up With Jesus Skin Decals—These unique and colorful skin 
decals let kids take with them the great news that Jesus is alive.  
(Sample included.)  

•  Rise Up With Jesus High Flyers—Guests get to launch these bright, 
spinning flyers high into the air at Rise Up! They’ll learn that Jesus 
rose up over death, and they’ll celebrate that he’s alive! 

•  Rise Up With Jesus Tote Bags—These themed tote bags come in 
handy for guests to carry all their fun gizmos and their puzzle pieces as 
they travel around your event. (Sample included.)
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•  Rise Up With Jesus Follow-Up Foto Frames—Follow-up is key to 
your event for guests, and these clever photo holders let you make a  
personal connection after the event. Families will be delighted when 
they receive their photo in the mail in the cleverly designed mailable 
frame—and they’ll be delighted with the invitation to return to your 
church. (Sample included.)

•  Rise Up With Jesus Publicity Posters—Get the word out through-
out your community with these five inviting, eye-catching posters. 
Just add your church’s name, address, and date, and you’ll give 
everyone a chance to experience an unforgettable Rise Up With 
Jesus event. 

•  Rise Up With Jesus Station Posters—Guide families through each sta-
tion experience with these nine large, eye-catching posters that serve as the 
introduction to each station, as well as to the Café and the Photographer. 

•  Rise Up With Jesus Décor Items—This event is super-easy to decorate 
with our tools that will transform your space. The Rise Up Sky With Clouds, 
Woven Reed, and Meadow Backdrops are quick wall coverings, and the Rise 
Up Hot Air Balloon Hanging Decorations are an easy way to add some color 
sky high! You can also create a hot air balloon photo prop with the Giant 
Decorating Posters Pack. See the order form for all the décor items available. 

Step 2 

Choose Your Rise Up With Jesus Leaders.

You’ll choose these key people for your RUWJ Leadership Team: Outreach 
Leader, Setup Leader, and Experience Leader—and perhaps more if any 
of these three roles are shared. The chart on the next page describes each 
Leader’s responsibilities. Challenge the most capable people you know  
to step up. Take care to invite people who follow through on their com-
mitments and who can manage people and tasks. Give each Leader the 
appropriate tear-out Leader Guide in this manual.

InsIder  
TIp

Afraid you’ll feel lost 

once you distribute the 

leader guides in this book 

to others? Don’t worry! 

Use the access code in the 

Rise Up With Jesus Media 

Pack to download digital 

versions of the guides.
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RUWJ Director
(That’s you!)

•  Recruits the three key RUWJ 
Leaders

•  Coordinates efforts 

•  Creates the budget 

•  Serves as the primary contact person

•  Orders RUWJ items 

Setup Leader

•  Recruits the Setup volunteers 

•  Responsible for designing and 
decorating the event

•  Responsible for purchasing and 
organizing decorations and any 
additional station supplies

•  Responsible for setting up every 
station experience 

•  Manages setup and tear-down of 
decorations and stations

•  Oversees selection and storage of 
reusable materials for next year’s 
event

Outreach Leader

•  Recruits the Outreach volunteers, 
including Station Assistants and 
Parking Patrol

•  Responsible for publicity

•  Responsible for event registration 
and the Photographer’s area

•  Leads after-event follow-up

Experience Leader

•  Coordinates station experiences

•  Recruits volunteers to serve as 
Station Leaders and support 
volunteers

•  Makes copies of the Station 
Experiences and distributes them to 
station volunteers

•  Responsible for the Rise Up With 
Jesus Café, including ordering food 
supplies and finding volunteers to 
talk with guests

Rise Up With Jesus Leadership Team
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Step 3 

Be there to help.

As RUWJ Director, you have important things to accomplish from now 
through your event:

•  Create a budget. Your RUWJ Leaders need to know how much they 
can spend to decorate, create experiences, and purchase supplies. You’re 
in charge of the budget, so talk with your church leaders about money 
that’s available from an outreach budget and/or children’s and family 
ministries. Then use the Director’s Budget and Participation Form on 
pages 51-52. (This form is also on the Publicity & Resources disc.)

•  Keep your RUWJ Leaders on task. Check the Director’s Planning Time-
line on pages 21-29 regularly to see what needs to be accomplished and by 
whom, and communicate often with your RUWJ Leaders.

•  Support recruitment and publicity. Each RUWJ Leader is responsible 
for staffing his or her area, but you’ll offer support and take the lead 
for creating awareness within the church about RUWJ. A complete 
recruitment plan is outlined beginning on page 43. 

•  Pray. Regularly pray for the guests God will draw to RUWJ, the vol-
unteers who’ll serve at your event, and your RUWJ Leaders. Pray also 
for your church. As God brings new families into your church through 
RUWJ, are people ready to welcome them? Ask God to prepare the 
hearts of all those involved in this important outreach.

InsIder  
TIp

VBS Pro makes online 

registration easy. Visit 

myvbspro.com to create a 

free account. You’ll have 

eager families registering 

in no time.
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Step 4 

Attend the event!

Everything you’ve done to organize, train, and motivate has led to the 
moment wide-eyed children and their parents walk through the doors. So 
enjoy!

•  Before the event—Meet with your RUWJ Leaders one hour before the 
event to review details. Encourage all RUWJ team members to be ready 
at their stations 30 minutes early to make sure everything’s ready to go. 
Then, just before the doors open, share a brief message to remind every-
one about the ultimate purpose of RUWJ: giving families and first-time 
guests an amazing experience that reveals the true message of Easter 
and of Jesus’ love.

You’ll find a Six-Minute Pep Talk on pages 47-48. Use it as written or 
adapt it—it’s up to you!

•  During the event—Keep an eye on what’s working well, what could use 
tweaking, and how team members are doing with their assigned tasks. 
Welcome guests and engage them in conversation. And have fun!

•  After the event—Lead the whole RUWJ team in a cheer to celebrate a 
job well done! Then do an immediate evaluation of the event with your 
RUWJ Leaders and volunteers so you can make next year’s Easter event 
even better. You’ll find evaluation forms on the Publicity & Resources 
disc.

While your Setup Leader will organize and store supplies, you’ll provide 
guidance about what’s worth saving. As budget manager, you’ll know.
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Step 5 

Follow through on the follow-up.

Your Outreach Leader and his or her team will see that each family that 
attended RUWJ quickly receives a Follow-Up Postcard and/or Foto Frame 
that includes the photo taken by the Photographer. Be sure to include an 
invitation for families to return to your church services. Remember: Each 
visit to your church building increases the chances visitors will return for a 
service.

The Outreach Leader Guide includes additional ideas for creative ways to draw 
families back to your church after they’ve attended RUWJ, so work with your 
Outreach Leader to come up with the strategy that best fits your situation.

Step 6 

Remember to say thank you!

You couldn’t have done it without your team, so let them know! How you 
go about saying thank you goes a long way toward motivating volunteers to 
help with your next event.

In one of the following ways, remind your RUWJ Leaders and volunteers of 
what a great time they had at RUWJ and their impact on the event. 

Say it with pictures. Snap a shot of each volunteer serving in his or her 
role, and email it to the person with a quick note of appreciation. Or you 
can print a copy and present it in person or drop it in the mail.

Say it with a Follow-Up Postcard. Send a personalized thank-you postcard 
(from the Publicity & Resources disc).

Say it with a fun surprise. Give a Rise Up With Jesus High Flyer, along 
with a note saying, “Your hard work made our event rise to the top! Thanks 
for helping us share the true message of Easter: Jesus is alive!” 
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Say it on Sunday. Arrange with your pastor for volunteers to stand and be 
recognized on the Sunday following RUWJ. Do this directly after presenting 
a media presentation of RUWJ highlights.

Say it from the heart. Truly, you couldn’t have done it without your team of 
helpful, caring, motivated, family-loving volunteers. Thank them personally 
and sincerely—especially your three RUWJ Leaders.
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